Intravenous lignocaine and sympathoadrenal responses to laryngoscopy and intubation. The effect of varying time of injection.
We have studied the effect of varying the timing of a prior dose of intravenous lignocaine 1.5 mg/kg on the cardiovascular and catecholamine responses to tracheal intubation. Forty healthy patients were given an intravenous injection of either placebo or lignocaine 2, 3 or 4 minutes before tracheal intubation. There was a significant increase in heart rate of 21-26% in all groups. There was no significant increase in mean arterial pressure in response to intubation in any group of patients given lignocaine before intubation, but in the placebo group, mean arterial pressure increased by 19.1% compared to baseline values (p less than 0.05).